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ENDORSEMENT AT CASE CONFERENCE

This was a case conference convened pursuant to my order made earl ier this morning. Pursuant to

Rule 77, a case conference may be convened at any t ime at the request of a party or on the court 's

own ini t iat ive. One of the object ives of a case conference is to reduce the need for formal motions

and another of course is to sequence events so that they can proceed as eff ic ient ly as possible.

During the motion this morning, Mr. Rancourt  advised the court  for the f i rst  t ime that

no tw i ths tand ing  h is  p lead ings  in  Eng l ish ,  h is  mot ion  mater ia l  in  Eng l ish ,  h is  submiss ions  in  Eng l ish

and the al leged defamation being in Engl ish, he would be requir ing that the eventual motion or tr ia l

proceed as a bi l ingual hearing. He advised however that he was content to have the motion i tsel f

and any case conferences proceed in Engl ish.

After I  had ruled that the case conference was to proceed and convened the case conference, Mr.

Rancourt  advised the court  he had changed his mind and he now wished the case conference to

proceed in French. In fact he advised the court  that he refused to proceed in Engl ish and would

thereafter address the court  in French which he oroceeded to do.

I t  is arguable that Mr. Rancourt  had already waived his l inguist ic r ights with respect to the case

conference and that at tempting to change his mind in the middle of the proceeding is simply an

abuse of process designed to obtain the adjournment he had already been refused. I  am however

reluctant to compel him to proceed in Engl ish because i t  is ineff ic ient to add a further controversy to

what has already becorhe a highly publ ic ized dispute. Ordinari ly there are bi l ingual judicial  of f icers

readi ly avai lable but I  was unable to arrange to have another judge or master take the conference

on short  not ice.
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5] Accordingly the case conference is adjourned to a date and t ime to be set by the court  before a
bi l ingual master or judge. The part ies are to check with Ms. Estabrooks of my off ice this afternoon
at 3:30 pm as i t  may be possible to have the conference proceed at that t ime or short ly thereafter.

6l  That master or judge may also deal with the quest ion of costs for today.
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