
AFFIDAVIT

In lhe matter of the University of Ottawa's trealnent of Professor Denis G. Rancourt

AFFIDAVIT OF ABLA ABDF,LHADI

I, Abla Abdelhadi of the City of Ottawa. Ontario, MAKE AFFIRM AND SAY:

l.  I  hold a B.A. Honours Philosophy. Surnma Cum Laude. from the University of Ottawa where I sraduated in
2001. I  also hold a M.A. Phi losophj from Queen's University (2002). I  anr piesently registered as"a Special
Student in the Department of Sociofogy at Carleton University.

2. Jennifer Maclatchv is a student in Human Riqhts and Women's Studies at Carleton Universiw. I  have know
hers ince2007.  Wehrs t rne l inOctobero f200) in thecontex to f t ra in ingat thesexua l  Assau l isuppor tCent re
ofOttawa and we have continued to keep in regular contact on a cooperai ive and fr iendly basis.

3. Jennifer Maclatchl shared an aparlment ( i .e. was a roommale) r l i lh Maureen Robinson in academic years
2007-2008 at an apparlment in Centretown Ottawa on Cooper Street. They no longer are roommates bir l
continue to be fr iends. Maureen Robinson was a student ir i  the Faculty of-Science. University of Ottawa.

4. Over the years, I  have part icipated in several student and community events offered bv the Universitv of
Onawa and'hosted on i ts 'campus: including several lectures of the so-lal led Activism C6urse lSCl l ldl  .
Science in Society. taught by Professor De-nis Rancourt in the fal l  ?006 semester) and the Ottawa Cinema
Politica (OCPl dticumeltary film and discussion series hosted by Professor Denis Rancourt since the fall 2005.

5. Professor Rancourt is involved in many such academic and comntunity outreach activi t ies that relate to social
just ice issues and inst i tut ional cr i t ic ism aird i t  is general ly knoun. l ia several media art icles reporl ing
grievances, discipl ine. and adrrr inistrat ive decisio-ns. that ' the adrnirr istrat ion is frusrrated hy theie effo"rts and has
opposed the init iat ires of Professor Rancourt.

6. ln a conversation about Ottawa Cinema Poli t ica. that occurred after a col lect ive meetins for the Sexual
Assau l lCent reo fOt tawa(he ldmonth ly ;onJanuan l5 ,2008.Jenn i t 'e rMac la tchvs ta ted i le fo l lo r . r inspo in ts :
(a) Ms. Maclatchy said that her roomnrate. Maureen Robirrson. was hired to gath6r information abouti l ie
Activisnr course, Prolessor Rancourt, and comnrunity members who were supporting Dr. Rancourt's efforts to
reinstate the course.
(b)Jvls. Mac.latch_y said.that Maureert Robirrsort had a previous working relat ionslr ip with the Dean of the Faculty
of Science IMr. Andre E. Lalondel. who had approached her to do a io-b lor the adrir inistrat ion.
(c) Ms. Maclatchy stated that Maureen Robinsoir at one point boastci l  to her about how privi leged she felt  to get
the chance to read Dr. Rancourt's email exclrances rvith the Dean.
(d) Ms. Maclatchy stated that Maureen Robinson not orr ly had hcr orln off ice in the Faculty of Science. but that
the Facufty of Science also provid,ed Maureen Robinsort with"r'cry.funr'.v offtt ,tupplie.s uitdfurniturc''. Jennifer
Maclatchy said that the Faculty ofScience even qol her "r/r ,o 5500 uoit l i i fnr ini ir  curtr idies".
(e) Ms. Maclatchy also said th-at among the tasks-lhat Mauieen Robinson wis'asked to perfo' im was to f ind oul
when various stui lents or community niembers wcre Dlannins to anend hearinss Ior corirminee or counci l
meetingsl ahout the Activisrn Cours-e. Ms. Maclatchy stated ihat on ar least twi occasions Maureen Robinson
found t l is out and informed the Dean, who consequ6ntlv cancel led the hearinss so Dr. Rancourt would not have
people there lo supporl his case.
(f) Ms. Maclatchy i tated that Maureen Robinson created a false Faccbook account for herself  to spt on
communi ty rnenrberssuchasJaneSchar f  ando lhers .  Ms.  Mac la tchr  sa id tha tshedoes no tknow' { i [ the
univcrsit,l:.tpccifit'ully tuketl her [Maureerr Robinsonl r<t.,;ny thnturh fuc'ebook. but I kruw thev didhire ht'r {or
thepurpb:ic ' fhelpi igthemfntl ' inj trnt. i l i ( ,n". Ms.Macll iclr lstaiedthatMaureenRobinsonrs falseFaccb6ok
name rias "Nathal ie Pace" and Jerinifer Maclatchv told me th6 picture rhere was also fake.
(g) |  expressed my disbElief to Ms. Maclatchv that anyone uould accept a iob that basical lv aimed to discredit a
Professbr who wds providirrg the space for st irderr ls and et 'rnrrrunit l  rnbmb"ers to discuss cri t ical social just ice
issues at a Universitv Camous.
(h) ln response. Ms.-Maclatchy,stated that "Mdu.rk,n.so,nehtn'doe.vr't ft't'! like...the's heing u.sed b.v the .scicnce
dCpurlntant n(Cuu.\e 0etng pat(l v'ell un.l beCn 8^'tn ht'r ()ren ()lltct't,n Cumpu\

7. On February 19,2008, I  had another conversation with Jennifer Maclatchv durine which she reoeated most or
al l  ofthe above points (from the January I 5. 2008, conversarion) to a third individu;1, Ms. Zlata (ovaltchouk.
The February |  9, 2008. conversat iort {ook o lace after anotlrer col lecl ive meet inu of the Sexual Assault Suooort
Centre of Otiawa. while {he three of us *eie on the #l OC franspo Bus going t"owards Centretown.

8. Ms. Kovaltchouk was a 4th yea, Psychology srudent at Carleton University at the t ime. she is now enrol led in
the M.A. Psychology programit Carl l ton Uiiversity.

9. ln the February 19,2008, conversation Ms. Maclatchy repeated the above story about how her room mate
Maureen Robinsirn was hired by the Science Departmerit lo sDV on Prolessor Rancourt and communitv members
who were supporl ing his efforts to reinstate the Activism couide. includins readine Professor Rancourt 's emails
and search ini'for inlormat ion ort facebook on planned acti\ it ies of studenl and coirnrun iq members involv ed in
support ing Piofcssor Rancourt.  Ms. Maclatchy repeated hou Maureen Robinson was paidgenerously for her
effcirts to sp1 on Professor Rancourt u i th off i le siace and expensive olf ice supplies.
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