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l. I  am a tenured Associate Prof 'essor in the School of Psychokrgy. Iraculty ol 'social Sciences, at thc
[-lnivcrsity of Ottaw'a where I have pursued my teaching and research carcer since 1977, lbllouing nr1'
Ph.l).  ( ln t lre f iaculty of Science and frngineering al the University of Edinburgh. U.K.) conlbrrcd in
1976. nry' [ ] .Psy. conl-erred in 1970. and a B.A. conlerred in 1967.

2. I  rvas the rc'cipienl of several prestigious university teaching awards. including the 3M National'l'eacliing 
Aw'ard. in 2003, fbr my colrrses over rnanv years in the areas ot'cognition and perception.

i" \ ir  gcnurul urcl i  o{ ' tu'scar-eh antl cxpcrt isc is cognit ivc science, an area in which I have authorcd and
L()-aLrthurcti  two books. publishcd scr.cral rcsearch.lournal art iclcs. and presentecl numerous
conrn-ruuications at national and international rcsearch conl'erences.

1. More specit ical ly. mv research deals with cognit ive dynamics. i .e. how percepts (sights. sounds.
odours etc.), concepts (i.e. ideas. thoughts. opinions etc.) and afl'ects (i.e. emotions. moods, f'eelings,
attitudes etc.) interact in the fabric of everyday experience and behaviour.

5. I t  is widely held by special ists in this area of research (l)that taboo words tr igger signif icantly
greater aff-ective responses than neutral words. and 12) that aft-ective response impacts rational
appreciation.
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6. The word "negro" is a taboo word. It therefbre carries stronger emotional impetus than ordinary
w'ords in post-lexical cognitive processing: an emotional impetus likely to cause defrned socio-political
terms such as "house negro" to be misinterpreted.

7. I am arvare of the legal conflict in the instant action to the extent that I have read the blog posts at
issue on the -'U of o watch" blog and I have read the Statement of claim.

8. lrrom dictionary entries. racist communication. irrespective of the race o1'the originator, is one
where the meaning and intent are to suggest or to advance or to posit that some quality, character or
abil i ty is intr insical ly atlr ibutable to race - a quali ty. character or abil i ty which is not prima.fhc' ie
attributable lo race. and that one race is thereby inferior to another.

9. By this delinition. calling a black person a "house negro" cannot be considered racist, as the term
does not suggest anf intr insical ly racial attr ibute. I t  is a cri t icism and rnay be an insult (depending on thc
context) but i t  is not racist. I t  may. depending on thc context. be insensit ive and carry st ing but i t  is not
raci st.

10. 
'l-herefbre, 

interpreting calling a black person "house negro" as racist is best explained as an
enrcrt ionally-tainted and fal lacious understanding of the globulterm'house negro'. caused by the
enrotional potency ol-the loc'ul laboo w,ord 'negro'.

I L Many in my' area of research are of'tlre opinion that the cognitive annoyance arising from such
al1-ectively tainted rationality is best regulated in the market place of people's reactions in our liee
societies.

12. In conclusion. any tr ier of lact laced with al legations ol- rac ist communication should ( i)  use the
lirrmally acceptcd detrnit ion o1'racism as the proper gauge, and (i i)  be cognisanl ol ' the bias caused by
the psychological irnpnct o1'taboo words. I f lnd no racism in the use ol ' the ternr "house negro' in the
blog comnrunications o1- the Del-endant.
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